CLASSIC CRIMES

accident happened, and left the day on which it happened
between 2 and 3 o'clock." Monson's inquiries were supple-
mented by those of the police authorities throughout the
kingdom; but of the eloping engineer it had to be said, with
De Quincey's famous connoisseur: Non est inventus.

VII
On 25th August, Dr. Macmillan, whose knowledge of the
case had been considerably increased since the pleasant
luncheon party at Ardlamont on the loth, withdrew the
reports which he had formerly made to the Fiscal and to the
Insurance Company as to the cause of death.
I implicitly accepted the statement of the witnesses Monson and
Scott [he writes] that the injuries to Hambrough were due to an
accidental shot from his own gun, a short-barrelled zo-bore boy's
weapon, charged with amberite. The apparently entire absence of
motive made the bent of my inquiry not so much how could this injury
most likely be produced, as how could the deceased have done it
accidentally. It now transpires that there were no amberite cartridges for
this diameter of gun, and that I too hastily came to the conclusion or
theory advanced at the end of my former report. Having handled and
tried the gun (the 12-bore) now in the possession of the Procurator-
Fiscal, I am convinced the injuries were not caused in the way I thought
possible.
Meanwhile the fact that the Fiscal was in residence at the
Royal Hotel, Tighnabruaich, and was daily examining
witnesses, must have suggested to Monson that though the
dead boy was buried, the question how Cecil Hambrough
met his death was very much alive and it behoved him to
prepare for the worst. Messrs. Davidson & Syme, W.S.,
Edinburgh, a legal firm of high repute, were retained by the
Hon. Mrs. Monson in her son's interest, and on 25th August
Mr. John Blair, the senior partner, went to Ardlamont to
consult with his client. Obviously the first thing to be done
was to get in touch with Scott, and Monson furnished Mr.
Blair with information for framing an advertisement to that
end: "Edward Scott, engineer, who was at Ardlamont,
Argyllshire, on 9th and loth August 1893, is urgently re-
cpiested to communicate with,*' etc. Now, three days earlier,
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